Human hair form. Morphology revealed by light and scanning electron microscopy and computer aided three-dimensional reconstruction.
The alleged relationship between the cross sectional shape of the hair shaft and the form of the hair, eg, curly or straight hair, has been challenged. By serial sections of human hair follicles from ten patients representing the three biological races, the relation between the follicle form and the hair form was studied. Using three-dimensional computer-aided reconstruction it was demonstrated that the follicle form determines the hair form, eg, the Negroid follicle has a helical form, whereas that of the Oriental follicle is completely straight. The caucasoid follicle represent variation between these extremes. However, even a straight caucasoid follicle may produce a hair shaft that has an oval cross section.